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The Knights of Columbus
FRORLTE

Michael Wong

Thanks to the efforts of Father Michael J.
McGivney, assistant pastor of St. Mary’s
Church in New Haven and some of his
parishioners, the Connecticut state
legislature on March 29, 1882 officially
chartered the Knights of Columbus as a
fraternal benefit society. The Order is still
true to its founding principles of charity,
unity, fraternity and patriotism.

The Knights was formed to
render financial aid to
members and their families.
Mutual aid and assistance are
offered to sick, disabled and
needy members and their
families. Social & intellectual
fellowships are  promoted among
members and their families through
educational, charitable, religious, social
welfare, war relief and public relief works.

The history of the Order shows how the
foresight of Father Michael J. McGivney,
whose cause for sainthood is being
investigated by the Vatican, brought about
what has become the world's foremost
Catholic fraternal benefit society. The
Order has helped obtain
economic security and stability through its
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life insurance, annuity and long-term care
programs, and has contributed time and
energy to serve communities worldwide.

The Knights of Columbus has grown from
several members in one council to more
than 14,000 councils and 1.8 million
members throughout the United States,
Canada, the Philippines, Mexico, Poland,
the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico,
Panama, the Bahamas, the Virgin Islands,
Cuba, Guatemala, Guam and Saipan.

Our Council was founded in 1997 (17
years ago), the current registered
membership is just over 80. Fr. Paul Chu
is our Chaplain (he is a Knight too) and we
have meeting once a month. Our scope of
works is as follows: ushering, offering and
collection during mass, Meals on Wheels,
Food Bank collection, charity appeal, visit
the sick and the poor, general
maintenance of the church.... and of
course, serving the Food Court every
fourth Sunday of the month. We hope to

you there! w
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Opening Ode

Sing ye his praises loud and long,
And let the unenlightened know,

In e'vry echo of your song,

The great deeds done, tho’ long ago,

By Columbus of the valiant soul,

Who first old Neptune has controlled,

Despite of envy, intrigue, gold,

In the dim past of long ago.
With vessels three o’er stormy sea,
He thrilled the world of long ago.
While wisdom linked with destiny,
In justice scales its weight did throw.

We are his heirs; we wear his name,

We boast his deeds, we spread his fame,

Our order is the shining flame

That lights the gloom of long ago.
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